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ART retention rate

Abbreviated name ART retention rate

Indicator name ART retention rate

Domain Health systems

Subdomain Infectious disease

Associated terms Quality and safety of care 

Definition Percentage of adults and children with HIV alive and on ART 12, 24, 36 (etc.) months after initiating treatment among patients initiating ART during 
a specified time period.

Numerator Number of people on ART at 12, 24 and 60 months.

Denominator Total number of people who initiated treatment and should have completed 12, 24, 36 (etc.) months.

Disaggregation/ 
additional dimension

Age: 
1. Minimum for paper-based (routine): <15, 15+; 
2. Annual data extraction of disaggregated data if not reported routinely: <5, 5–9, 10–14, 15–19, 20–24, 25–49, 50+; 
3. Electronic system: 5-year age groups
Breastfeeding, pregnancy, sex

Method of measurement A cohort analysis can be used to estimate ART retention at specific points in time after initiation of treatment. 

Method of estimation

Measurement frequency Annual (or more frequently)

Monitoring and  
evaluation framework

Output

Preferred data sources ART register 

Other possible data sources

Further information  
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