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Incidence of low birth weight among newborns

Abbreviated name Incidence of low birth weight among newborns

Indicator name Incidence of low birth weight among newborns

Domain Risk factors

Subdomain Reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health

Associated terms Nutrition

Definition Percentage of live births that weigh less than 2500 g.

Numerator Number of live-born neonates with weight less than 2500 g at birth.

Denominator Number of live births.

Disaggregation/ 
additional dimension

Place of residence, preterm status, socioeconomic status 

Method of measurement Delivery registers (hospital management and information systems – HMIS). This method provides data on the incidence of low birth weight among 
newborns delivered in health institutions.
Household surveys which collect data on birth weight (recalled by mother) and relative size of the newborn at birth allow for an adjusted value 
even where many infants are not weighed at birth.

Method of estimation The relative size at birth and recalled birth-weight data are used to estimate incidence. UNICEF maintains a global database in which adjustments 
are made using survey data (mainly DHS and MICS) and administrative estimates are used where the percentage of weighed newborns is high.

Measurement frequency Continuous

Monitoring and  
evaluation framework

Outcome

Preferred data sources Population-based health surveys and data from administrative/information systems

Other possible data sources Routine facility information systems

Further information  
and related links

A draft framework for the global monitoring of the Comprehensive Implementation Plan on Maternal, Infant and Young Child Nutrition. Informal 
Consultation with Member States and UN Agencies on a Proposed Set of Indicators for the Global Monitoring Framework for Maternal, Infant and 
Young Child Nutrition, 30 September to 1 October 2013. Geneva: World Health Organization; 2013 (http://www.who.int/nutrition/events/2013_
consultation_indicators_globalmonitoringframework_WHO_MIYCN.pdf, accessed 29 March 2015).
Countdown to 2015 decade report (2000−2010): taking stock of maternal, newborn and child survival. Geneva and New York (NY): World Health 
Organization/United Nations Children’s Fund; 2010 (http://www.countdown2015mnch.org/reports-and-articles/previous-reports/2010-decade-
report, accessed 29 March 2014).
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development. Health at a Glance 2013: OECD Indicators, Paris: OECD Publishing; 2013  
(http://dx.doi.org/10.1787/health_glance-2013-en, accessed 29 March 2014).
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