Incidence of low birth weight among newborns
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Incidence of low birth weight among newborns

Incidence of low birth weight among newborns

Risk factors

Reproductive, maternal, newborn, child and adolescent health
Nutrition

Percentage of live births that weigh less than 2500 g.

Number of live-born neonates with weight less than 2500 g at birth.
Number of live births.

Place of residence, preterm status, socioeconomic status

Delivery registers (hospital management and information systems — HMIS). This method provides data on the incidence of low birth weight among
newborns delivered in health institutions.

Household surveys which collect data on birth weight (recalled by mother) and relative size of the newborn at birth allow for an adjusted value
even where many infants are not weighed at birth.

The relative size at birth and recalled birth-weight data are used to estimate incidence. UNICEF maintains a global database in which adjustments
are made using survey data (mainly DHS and MICS) and administrative estimates are used where the percentage of weighed newhorns is high.

Continuous

Outcome

Population-based health surveys and data from administrative/information systems
Routine facility information systems
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