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International Health Regulations (IHR) core capacity index

Abbreviated name International Health Regulations (IHR) core capacity index

Indicator name International Health Regulations (IHR) core capacity index

Domain Health systems 

Subdomain HSS

Associated terms Health security

Definition Percentage of attributes of 13 core capacities that have been attained at a specific point in time. The 13 core capacities are: (1) National legislation, 
policy and financing; (2) Coordination and National Focal Point communications; (3) Surveillance; (4) Response; (5) Preparedness; (6) Risk 
communication; (7) Human resources; (8) Laboratory; (9) Points of entry; (10) Zoonotic events; (11) Food safety; (12) Chemical events; (13) 
Radionuclear emergencies.

Numerator Number of attributes attained.

Denominator Total number of attributes.

Disaggregation/ 
additional dimension

 

Method of measurement Based on a set of attributes of 13 core capacities from a standard WHO instrument.

Method of estimation

Measurement frequency Biannual

Monitoring and  
evaluation framework

Output

Preferred data sources Key informant survey

Other possible data sources

Further information  
and related links

IHR core capacity monitoring framework: checklist and indicators for monitoring progress in the development of IHR core capacities in States Parties. 
Geneva: World Health Organization; 2013 (http://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/10665/84933/1/WHO_HSE_GCR_2013.2_eng.pdf,  
accessed 29 March 2015).
World Health Assembly governing body documentation: official records. Geneva: World Health Organization (http://apps.who.int/gb/or/,  
accessed 29 March 2015).
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